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"Don't introduce birth into this silly business. Nothing is being born.
This idea of something good coming out of plague, poverty, war, is
nonsense. It isn't a struggle between one conception of life and another.
The only ideas that come into this business are the scientific ideas; which
side will corne out first with a universal slaughter machine. This war will
be a glorious victory for science even though the whole human race
perishes. My book is an ignorant old man's attempt to knock sense into a
young and foolish world."
"Do you remember Samuel Butler after years and years of argument
coming to the conclusion that the best way of dealing with those on the
other side is to pretend to agree with them? It piques the opponents far
more and makes them far more uneasy if we make them see that we do
not care one straw what they think. This makes them suppose that we
must feel strongly enough not to want their support and the more they
think this, the more of their support will they give us."
"I know," G.B.S. said smiling, "but Samuel Butler was getting old
when he was talking like that."
There was a flicker and all the lights went out and we were left with
the faint glow of the wood fire. The housekeeper brought in a couple of
lit candles which were placed on either side of an early photograph of
him in the Mephistophelean pose.
I had only to mention a name to bring forth many a tale. He came in
with information about Samuel Butler whom he knew well:
"When he completed Emvhon Revisited the trouble was to get a
publisher for it, as there was a real danger of people wanting to read it.
Longman's turned it down because it might offend the High Anglicans,
not realizing that the secret of success is to offend the greatest number of
people. He wrote to me as a last resort to recommend him to a man in
whom he could have reasonable confidence. I invited Grant Richards,
my own publisher, and Sam to lunch, but only after preparing the ground.
I told Richards that he would meet a shy old bird, and I told Butler that
my publisher would quake in the presence of so eminent an author, and
so I could look forward to an enjoyable meal. Result: Grant Richards
agreed not only to publish Erewhon Revisited but a new edition of Erewhon.
There is one point Butler made which is worth bearing in mind: 'A
little levity will save many a good heavy thing from sinking/ I, myself,
cannot always successfully subdue my tendency to seriousness and that is
why, I suppose, that profound statement must be taken seriously to heart